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You are entitled to your own opinion. But you are not entitled to your own

facts. —— Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

2. SHEoNo] gL AFAY Rolck

"Tt will be a war more serious in terms of human suffering than anything we
have seen since 1953." He added: "It will involve the massive shelling of an
allies' capital [Seoull, which is one of the most densely packed cities on
Earth. It would be a war that fundamentally we don't want. Our allies and
us would win at great cost.” — FHE]A B =RPIH)

3. BAPIES TSR] el AL ABE AlYdo] ot AL H[Zolct

“Be modest about what military force can accomplish, and what technology
can accomplish. The advances in precision, sensor, information and satellite
technology have led to extraordinary gains in what the U.S. military can do:
The Taliban dispatched within three months, Saddam’s regime toppled in
three weeks. Where a button is pushed in Nevada and seconds later a pickup
truck explodes in Mosul. Where a bomb destroys the targeted house on the

1) https://www.cnbc.com/2017/06/15/defense-secretary-says—north—korea-war-would-be-catastrophic.html




right, leaving intact the one on the left.

But also never neglect the psychological, cultural, political, and human
dimensions of warfare, which is inevitably tragic, inefficient, and uncertain. Be
skeptical of systems analysis, computer models, game theories, or doctrines
that suggest otherwise. Look askance at idealized, triumphalist, or ethnocentric
notions of future conflict that aspire to upend the immutable principles of
war: where the enemy is killed, but our troops and innocent civilians are
spared. Where adversaries can be cowed, shocked, or awed into submission,
instead of being tracked down, hilltop by hilltop, house by house, block by
bloody block. As General Sherman said, “Every attempt to make war easy
and safe will result in humiliation and disaster.” Or, as General “Vinegar Joe”
Stilwell said, “No matter how a war starts, it ends in mud. It has to be

slugged out — there are no trick solutions or cheap shortcuts.”
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Hard Man (7ime, 11/29/1954, Vol. 64 Issue 22, p23)
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Through Seoul's dusty streets, Syngman Rhee hustled from meeting to meeting
in his big, blue-black Lincoln. The car was almost the only civilian vehicle
moving in South Korea. As the US. ban on petroleum supplies took effect
(TIME, Nov. 15), buses halted, fishing boats lay idle, politicians bicycled to
work. Rice piled up on the farms for lack of trucks, while in town 25,000
factory workers were unemployed and hungry. In Seoul's tearooms the word

went round: "The old man is beaten."

By midweek stubborn old Syngman Rhee gave up, asked U.S. Ambassador
Ellis Briggs for his terms to restart the flow of US. oil and dollars. Said
Briggs in effect: "Do what you promised to do four months ago in

Wiashington." Rhee meekly agreed to:

9 Give up his insistence that the US. buy its Korean currency at the
"official” rate of 180 hwan to $1 (v. a free—market rate of more than 500 to
$1), accepted a 310-to—$1 rate for the present, promised a "realistic’ rate for

the future.

9| Abandon his demand for 15 more active ROK divisions (and with them,
his dream of "driving north" to unify Korea on his own), and settle for the

U.S. plan he had accepted in Washington—ten reserve divisions, 75 jet planes.

3 MFZE, THEXISNE, (M2 HESFEAL 1975), pp. 243-244.



9 Spend at least 25% of his U.S.—aid money in Japan. This will help the
Japanese economy, and end a three—year boycott of Japanese goods which
Japan—Hater Rhee has never announced officially but has made nearly 100%

effective.

9 Abandon his stalling on ratification of the U.S.-Korean mutual defense
pact, which he has held up for ten months because it provides that either

party can terminate it on one year's notice.

These sticking points disposed of, the two nations signed the agreement
providing Korea with $250 million in economic aid and $450 million in
military aid in 1954-55—the largest single U.S.—aid program anywhere in the

world.

Syngman Rhee was a hard man to help.
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— “We are of opinion that clear violation of agreed minute at outset of
implementation program, further violations are inevitble unless we take
prompt decisive action. Failing this we shall have to abadon hope of any
loyal performance of obligations assumed by ROK under minute of

understanding,”®

- 129 69 Delak 27 Peiue] A Al B okl guteleh
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4) The Ambassador in Korea (Briggs) to the Department of State, 12/3/1954, FRUS 1952-19%4
15(11), p. 1930.



— “US. considers ROK obligated by Minute use its full powers to assure
genuinely free sale of dollars as stipulated. If bids received from second
auction differ markedly and inexplicably from bids received by Korean
Government U.S. would be forced conclude ROK not abiding by terms of

Minute and would regard itself as no longer committed thereto.">
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— “His Excellency sharply and unpleasantly remarked saying: “All right, we
will be responsible for the result of the dollar auction” (But he meant just the
opposite) “How can we responsible for the result fo a free auction?” It is a
threat to us. I do not hold you gentlemen here for our misunderstanding but
some people in Washington create trouble and misinterprete things. I hope

you gentlemen here make correct reports to help create better understanding,”

— “The American Party was very pleased with the magnanimous attitude

shown by his excellency.”?
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5) The Secretary of States to the Embassay in Korea, 12/6/1954, FRUS 1952-1954 15(l), p. 1931.
6) The Ambassador in Korea (Briggs) to the Department of State, 12/8/1954, AUS 1962-19%4,
15(11), p. 1933.
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