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Speaking up for Korea’s ‘lonely deaths’

SEQUL. SOUTH KOREA

BY CHOE SANCG-HUN

In & culture in which funerals are often
lavish three-day affairs with hundreds of
euests, therecent funeral for Song In-sik
was modestat best. Ithad only one guest
— an activist who volunteered 1o hold a
ritual for a person he had never met.
Theactivist, Park Jin-ok, placed & able
of fruit, dried fish and artificial Aowers
before the refrigerated unit that held Mr.
Sang’s remains in the morgue of Sungae

Huospital in Seoul. He burned incense and
bowed, before the impathent mortusry
director asked him to pack up and leave.

Mr. Song, 47, died in July; his body
was found three days after his death, de-
composing in his rented room. He was
lucky to get even a makeshift funeral. A
growing number of South Koreans are
dving alone, with no relative willing to
claim their remains and perform a ritual
Koreans believe is essential to easing
the deceased's passage to the other
world.

The surge in socelled lonely deaths

South Koreans are increasingly
dying alone, with no relatives
to perform the funeral rituals.

— o 1,008 Last vear froam 682 in 2011, sc-
cording to government statistcs —
provides a small but poignant gimpse
of how South Korea's long-cherished
traditonal family structure ischanging.
Though South Koreans have mosthy
‘benefited from a strong economy inre-
cent decades, families have come under

strain from economic and demographic
upheaval.

“Thoze faling behind get increas-
ingly lanely because, unlike the poor of
the old days, they see their communities
destroyed for wrban redevelopment,”
zaid the Rev. Kim Keun-ho, a Christian
pastor who has been working among
Seoul’s dwindling hilltop slum neigh-
borhoods, known as “moon towns!
“The poor and old have nowhere to go.''

Mr. Kim and other observers trace the
problem to the Asian financial crisis of
SOUTH KOREA, PAGE 4
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Fol eEe] ek W, A Fmeh HE2 Rk A 21
L S AP Aot AR ERE ¢2fE 1 el wiAA R,

O AFole} 812 27Ree] TAE 2Rt AREFe) A AL QREe FEsial 2 AH
= 50| A2 RS AHRies A9t 90] want "EH I FAl SR onlE Alue
Zte o] miZolth A2 SHE AERER ARSI 22l WP <itt. dfg 501 ni=e
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< FRIBlAL ke slasihs A 9l Mlct 2 A5 slas] o o S7go] FRleies
FAPSY | ol Huet e @ FESial 22 ol Hofs slavdel the ol el
FER 242 AP ofet sl skl FRt Sie Aol Uzil ZHsle ot She SRt
5] "asp] vhee] & 2 AH= ke
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O 52 o= e Tt 2253, AVHE, =2 Adsd v, avIdy 27199 &
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